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The world's most celebrated minds didn't have easy or obvious paths.Let's take a closer look at famous
scientists who set inspiring examples during their lifetimes.

Jane Goodall

Jane Goodall is a famous expert on chimpanzees ( & J2 J2 ) . When she was 18,Goodall stopped
schooling and worked three jobs—as a secretary,assistant film editor,and a waitress—just to pay for her
first trip to Africa.In her early 20s,she arrived in Mombasa and worked for the well-known scientist Louis
Leakey.Despite lacking a degree,she spent years observing chimpanzees in the wild before earning her PhD.
Goodall's journey teaches us that hard work and determination can help us achieve our goals.

Louis Pasteur

Louis Pasteur was one of themost significant scientists ofthe 19th century.In his youth,he did not stand
out academically and was more interested in art. However,he decided to pursue a career in science,applying
to the top university,Ecole Normale Superieure.After initially finishing 15th in the entrance exam,he devoted

another year to his studies and later ranked 4th.Pasteur's devotion highlights the importance of willpower in

achieving success.

Caroline Herschel
Marie Curie may be the most famous female scientist,but she was far from the first.Caroline Herschel
began her career as a singer but eventually became a brilliant astronomer.She was the first woman to discover
a comet (¥ £ )and received many honors,including being the first woman paid for her scientific work.
Herschel's story emphasizes the importance of following one's passion.
Leonardo da Vinci
Leonardo da Vinci was a knowledgeable person who was expert at various fields from art to science.
His innovative ideas,such as drawings of flying machines and advanced engineering studies,remind us to
maintain curiosity and explore diverse interests.Da Vinci's life encourages us not to limit ourselves and to
remain open-minded in our pursuit of knowledge.
1.According to the passage,what did Jane Goodall do before she started her research journey in Africa?
A.She completed a university degree.
B.She worked as an assistant to Louis Leakey.

C.She took on three jobs simultaneously to fund her trip.
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D.She received funding from multiple research projects.
2.What can be inferred about Louis Pasteur's early academic performance?
A.He was the top student in his class.
B.He struggled with science subjects.
C.He showed no particular interest in studies.
D.His initial academic performance was not outstanding.
3.Based on the passage,what do the four scientists have in common?
A.They all made significant contributions to the field of biology.
B.Each of them faced challenges but ultimately achieved success through perseverance.
C.They were all awarded prestigious honors for their scientific discoveries.
D.All of them started their careers in a different field before turning to science.

B
It's not just the athletes taking center stage at the Paralympics;the unsung heroes that ensure their
success play a critical role too.Zhu Siwei,affectionately known as the 'wheelchair doctor,'is one of those

vital contributors,combining his technical skills with a deep-seated passion for adaptive sports.

For Zhu,each malfunctioning wheelchair is like a body succumbing to a cold,a challenge that he has
embraced throughout his 10-year career in wheelchair repair.At33 years old,Zhu showcased his expertise
on the world stage during this summer's Paris Paralympics,operating in the repair centers nestled within the

Paralympic Village and competition venues.

Operating as a linchpin of support,his role parallels the medical care that athletes receive.Ensuring that
wheelchairs are functional and comfortable is paramountfor athletes to compete effectivelv and to live their
daily lives harmoniously.Zhu,along with a dedicated technical team,provided complimentary repairs to
athletes and officials from around the world,ensuring their equipment was impeccably maintained.Every
day presents its unique set of challenges,Zhu reflected. There are instances where a simple loose screw or a
rust-stained part needs fixing,but other occasions require thorough examinations where repairs can span from

thirty minutes to several hours.

The intricacies of wheelchair functioning can significantly affect an athlete's performance.On the court,
athletes depend entirely on their equipment;outside of competitions,these devices afford them mobility and
comfort within the Paralympic Village,Zhu explained.Stationed amidst the flurry at the assistive device
repair center,Zhu,alongside an array of technicians,remained steadfast in their commitnent to excellence.
Jennifer Duke,who managed the repair center's front desk,noted that the team was composed of around 180
skilled technicians hailing from diverse countries,including Canada,France,and the Netherlands.
4.According to the passage,what can be Zhu Siwei's approach to his work?

A.Zhu views each malfunctioning wheelchair as an opportunity to demonstrate his technical skills.
B.Zhu treats each broken wheelchair like amedical case,showing empathy and dedication in his repairs.
C.Zhu focuses primarily on the speed of repairs rather than the quality of his work

D.Zhu sees the repair of wheelchairs as a routine task that requires minimal effort
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5.What does the underlined word"paramount"in the third paragraph mean?

A.secondary B.insignificant C.essential D.optional
6.Based on the passage,what challenges does Zhu Siwei face in his daily work at the Paralympics?
A.He must travel frequently between different competition venues.
B.He deals with a wide range of issues,from simple repairs to complex examinations.
C.He primarily focuses on repairing rust-stained parts.
D.He works alone without the support of other technicians.
7.What can be inferred about the importance of wheelchair functionality for Paralympic athletes?
A.Athletes prefer using traditional sports equipment over wheelchairs.
B.Wheelchair performance has a minimal impact on an athlete's success.
C.Athletes rely on wheelchairs only for transportation outside of competitions.

D.The condition of the wheelchair can significantly affect an athlete's performance.

C

People often vaguely refer to "themiddle of nowhere",but as it turns out,scientists have actually figured
out precisely where that point is.Point Nemo,the most remote location on Earth,is so far removed from
civilization that the closest humans to that location at any given time are likely to be astronauts.Point Nemo
is officially known as "the oceanic pole of inaccessibility",or the point in the ocean farthest from land.
Located at 48°52.6'S123°23.6'W,the spot is quite literally the middle of nowhere,surrounded by more than

1,000 miles of ocean in every direction.There are no human inhabitants anywhere near Point Nemo.And

scientists choseto call the location"Nemo'because it is Latin for"no one"and as areference to Jules Verne's
submarine captainfrom 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea

The location is so isolated that the closest people to Point Nemo are not even on Earth.Astronauts aboard
the International Space Station are around 258 miles from the Earth's surface at any given time.Since the
inhabited area closest to Point Nemo is more than 1,000 miles away,the humans in space are far closer to the
pole of inaccessibility than those on land.

Not even the man who first calculated the precise location of Point Nemo has ever visited it.In 1992,
Croatian survey engineer Hrvoje Lukatela set out to find the exact point in the Pacific that was farthest away
from any land using a computer program.It is very possible that no human has ever passed through Point
Nemo's exact coordinates.As for non-human inhabitants,there aren't very many of those around Point Nemo
either.Point Nemo's coordinates fall within the South Pacific Gyre,an enormous rotating current that prevents
nutrient-rich water from flowing into the area.Without any food sources,sustaining most life in this part of
the ocean is impossible.

Point Nemo does,however,have at least one other eerie claim to its name.Due to its remoteness and
distance from shipping routes,the area around PointNemo was chosen as a"spaceship graveyard".According
to CNN,NASA first started using the region in 1971.Since then,more than 263 pieces of space junk have
crashed into the area,including some of the world's greatest spacecraft,the Russian Mir space station and
NASA's first space station,Skylab.

3T H:8TL

8.Why is Point Nemo referred to as the"oceanic pole of inaccessibility"?
A.lt is the farthest point from any land.
B.It is the deepest point in the ocean
C.It is located at the center of the Pacific Ocean.
D.It is a place that only astronomers have ever visited.
9.What can be learned about the isolation of Point Nemo?
A.lt is frequently visited by marine biologists.
B.It is within reach of commercial shipping routes.
C.The nearest humans to Point Nemo are often astronauts.
D.There are several small islands nearby.
10.Which of the following is True about the environmental conditions around Point Nemo?
A.The area is rich in marine biodiversity due to its isolation.
B.The strong currents of the South Pacific Gyre support a thriving ecosystem.

C.The region is frequently visited by marine researchers for its unique ecosystem.

D.The lack of nutrients makes it difficult for most marine life to survive in the area
11.What is the crucial aspect when choosing an area as a"spaceship graveyard"?

A Proximity to major coastal cities.

B.Depth of the ocean at the chosen location.

C.Distance from any landmass and human activity.

D.Presence of strong ocean currents that could disperse debris.

D

Lately,it is getting harder and harder to find clothes that aren't laced with plastic.Like sugar in food,
plastic comes in many forms with many different names.When you check a garment's fabric composition,
it's not uncommon to be confronted by a list of scientific words.For example:polyethy lene terephthalate,
polyamide,polyurethane,polyvinyl chloride or polypropylene,which are all types of plastic.However,too
few realize that unless you're paying close attention,most of your wardrobe contains a whole lot of plastic.
Often it is invisible,like the microplastics shed by synthetic materials;while you may never see them,they

have been found at the bottom of the ocean and in human blood.

Despite our awareness of the perils of plastic,fashion's dependence on it persists.A recent report says
between 1980 and 2014,production of polyester increased by nearly 900%.Two common plastics,polyester
and nylon,account for 69%of allthe materials used in clothing globally and that number is expected to
increase to 75%by 2030.

So why dowe continue to use plastics?Themain reason is,of course,cost. The market price for synthetic
fibers is significantly less compared to natural fibers,creating a huge incentive for fashion brands to find
ways to replace traditionally used natural fibers with synthetic ones.Moreover,making synthetic materials

isn't dependent on seasons or farms affected by rainfall or heatwaves,as is the case with cotton and wool.

You've likely seen a lot of brands promoting themselves as sustainable by using plastic bottles to make
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their clothes.But the problem is,our plastic-based textile economy has led to unsustainable overproduction
of clothing that is unhealthy for our communities and our ecosystems.And plastic clothing is still going to
impact our health and have a lasting effect on the environment.Textiles made from plastic fibers are
responsible for microplastic fiber shedding at every stage of their lives:when they're wom,washed,and
disposed of.These microplastics enter the air we breathe,the water we drink,and the food we eat.Plus,
clothing made from plastic bottles can actually disrupt and shorten its life cycle.When a bottle is transformed
into clothing,it often accelerates that bottle's journey to the landfill because we purchase and discard our

clothing at such a rapid pace.

While the hidden story of plastic in our clothes doesn't have the happiest of endings—yet!—we
can each take measures.Reduce our overall consumption of clothing and textile products and extend the life
of our favorite garment.Learning to mend can be a game-changer.When we do make textile purchases,buy
and wear natural fiber products,especially those originating from land-based production systems that are
working to restore and build ecosystem and soil health.
12.What does the author imply about the presence of plastic in clothing?

A.lt is easily noticeable.

B.It is beneficial for the environment.

C.It is often hidden and not widely recognized

D.It is only present in certain types of garments.
13.What is the primary reason for the fashion industry's continued reliance on plastic?

A.The durability of plastic materials.

B.The ease of recycling plastic textiles

C.The environmental benefits of using plastic.

D.Synthetic fibers are more economical than their natural counterparts.
14.Which of the following best describes the environmental impact of plastic-based textiles?

A.They contribute positively to soil health.

B.They reduce the amount of waste in landfills.

C.They lead to microplastic pollution throughout the environment.

D.They encourage sustainable farming practices.
15.What measure does the author recommend to address the issue of plastic in clothing?

A.Increasing the production of synthetic fibers.

B.Promoting the use of more plastic-based textiles.

C.Enc ouraging the fast-paced purchasing and discarding of clothes.

D.Lowering our demand for new clothes and maximizing the longevity of existing items.
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How frequently do you find yourself worrying about things beyond your control? 16 .Why?
There's no substantial reason for it It only servesto generate unnecessary stress,both physically and mentally,
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and stops you from enjoying the present moment.Perhaps it's time to lean how to reduce your wonying a
bit.Here are several strategies to help you manage your worries more effectively.

Accept uncertainty and learn to thrive in it

17 .You can never be entirely sure what the future holds.Embrace this uncertainty and find ways

to flourish within it Unexpectedly,it might open doorsto thrilling opportunities youhadn't considered before
Pour your passion into what matters to you and strive diligently toward your aspirations.That's the best
approach you can take. 18

Distract yourself with another activity

Really can't seem to get it out ofyour head? 19 This approach is most effective when you choose
an activity that fully captures your attention,like pursuing a hobby or delving into a remarkable book.For
instance,l find myself completely immersed when I'm with my horses—whether it's just grooming them or

simply spending time in their company,it helps me forget about everything else.

20-

Ifyou find that the above strategies aren't helping you manage your worries,try setting aside a specific
time each day to focus on them.During this period,write down all your concems in your worry journal and
commit to stopping once the time is up.This allows you to externalize your worries,getting them out of your
head and onto paper,which can be incredibly effective for clearing your mind.

A.The charm of life lies in its unpredictability

B.Reach out to a friend to discuss your concerns

C.What happens next is in the hands of the world

D.Chances are,it occurs several times daily,or even more

E.Set aside a specific time for worrying and keep a wory journal

F.Dive into an activity that's totally different and demands your concentration
G.Talking about your worry will help you know about whether your worry is realistic
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Earlier this year,I was looking for part-time work.Moonmilk,a cake and ice cream shop nearby,was

hiring,sol went in for a___ 21 shift.While [ 22 ust set out to earn some extra money during the
summer,the bonds and memories I made there turned out to be more 23 than any paycheck.

Once,a man who works for the union of the local movie theater came in to place a(n) __ 24 He
wanted a cake to celebrate a 25 he'd had in stopping the theater from being evicted (JXi%) by its
landlord.Moonmilk's owner was touched by the story and_ 26 payment for the cake.Later,the union
leader—so moved by the gesture—delivered free movie tickets to Moonmilk staff.The older women
customers are among my favorites.Their conc ern is 27 they often wonder if I'm okay and tell me I

look tired.One regular,always alone and smiling,is kind and generous,ordering methodically and always
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28  we have the best ice cream in the city.There's also the guy who comes in frequently to ask if we
have the chocolate orange flavor-that we only ever have at Christmas.] always have to say no,but his

29  brings me joy,especially on days when I'm tired.

As with any job,there are 30 moments.My wrist often hurts from repeatedly scooping out ice
cream,and it's always annoying when a group of people come in and take way too long to order,holding up
all the others 31

In the fall,my full-time job's schedule becomes more 2 and Iknow I'll have to scale back my
shifts.I'll miss the 33 ofthe summer season and will 34 my favorite customers less often.But
the interactions and connections I've made will sustain me until at least next summer.Hopefully,the orange
chocolate ice cream will have___ 35 by then.

21.A.visit B.trial C.travel D.change
22.A.immediately B.abruptly C.originally D.accidentaly
23.A.familiar B.uncertain C.typical D.invaluable
24 A.order B.bill C.menu D.label
25.A.chance B.festival C.victory D.birthday
26.A.obtained B.possessed C.designed D.refused
27.A.imaginary B.comforting C.steady D.reasonable
28.A.promising B.serving C.declaring D.informing
29.A.persistence B.assignment C.exploration D.management
30.A.nervous B.unpleasant C.peaceful D.regular
31.A.forgiving B.regretting C.waiting D.admiring
32.A.embarrassing B.remarkable C.impressive D.demanding

33.A.busyness B.balance C.distance D.loneliness
34.A.break down B.run into C.care about D.show off
35.A.checked B.examined C.returned D.delayed
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YouTuber Zac Alsop 36 (document)the process on his YouTube channel  37__ heused a

paraglider (7§ #] < )to fly up into the clouds

caught one to bring back down with him.Taking a

camera with him,Alsop filmed himself paragliding into the clouds with a giant zip lock bag. 9

(capture)one,he sealed up the bag and

YouTuber 41

(task)with turning it into a piece of art.

(safe)returned to the ground.Armed with a cloud,the

Naturally,the cloud in his bag wasn't fluffy anymore;it had transformed into water droplets.__ 42

(recreate)the cloud's

(appear),Alsop bought a fog machine typically used 44 reptile

habitats and placed it at the bottom of aglass box,concealing it under moss.When he turned it on,themachine

began to cause the water to evaporate and turn into fog.Everyone thought it was an
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(amaze)story.
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Dear Photography Club President,

Best regards,
Li Hua
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On a sunny afternoon,Emma was riding her bicycle along the quiet path that ran through the park near
her home.The warm sun bathed everything in a golden light,and the gentle breeze carried the scent of
blooming flowers.She felt at ease,enjoying the simple joy of cycling.Each successful maneuver around a

curve filled her with a sense of accomplishment.

Emma's bicycle held special meaning for her.It was a gift from her older brother,who had saved his
allowance for months to surprise her on her birthday.He had taken her to several bike shops,carefully
listening to her preferences without revealing the surprise. When she unwrapped the box and saw the shiny
new bicycle,complete with a bell and streamers,she felt an overwhelming sense of love and gratitude.This
wasn't just a toy;it was a symbol of her brother's care and their bond.

Suddenly,a loud crash came from a nearby bush.Startled, Emma stopped and looked over.Ayoung boy
stumbled out,holding his arm and looking distressed.He had tripped while chasing after a ball.Without

hesitation,Emma dismounted and rushed to his side.“Areyou okay?"'she asked,concern etched on her face

"I think I twisted my ankle,"the boy replied,his voice trembling.His ankle was swollen,and he
struggled to stand.Emma quickly assessed the situation.Just then,another boy appeared,running towards
them.It was the one who had been playing with the ball."I'm so sorry!"he exclaimed,clearly feeling guilty.
“Can I help?”

Emma smiled reassuringly."Of course.Let's get him to the bench over there."Together,they gently
helped the injured boy to a nearby bench.Emma used her water bottle to pour cool water on a cloth,which
she placed on his ankle to reduce the swelling.The other boy,feeling responsible,offered to go find a park

ranger or call for help.

As they waited,the injured boy began to relax,grateful for their kindness."Thanks for helping me,"he
said softly. Emma smiled."That's what friends are for:"

R S BN N50 4 .
In that quiet moment,Emma was struck by an unexpected realization.

The three of them settled into a comfortable silence,but it didn't last long.
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Dear Photography Club President,

I hope this letter finds you well. My name is Li Hua,a student in Grade 11,and I am writing to apply for
membership in the Photography Club.I have always been fascinated by photography because it allows me to capture
beautiful moments and express my creativity through images.

I am eager to join the Photography Club to further develop my skills and learn from experienced members.I
promise to actively participate in all club activities and contribute to our shared passion for photography.

Thank you for considering my application.I look forward to your reply.

Best regards,

Li Hua
BWXEES%E: (254

In that quiet moment,Emma was struck by an unexpected realization.Life had a funny way of bringing people

together in the most unforeseen circumstances.What had begun as a solitary afternoon ride had transformed into a

chance to make a real impact on someone else's day.The satisfaction she felt was profound.knowing that her actions

had made a difference.lt wasn't just about helping the injured boy:it was about the connection that had formed

between them.

The three of them settled into a comfortable silence,but it didn't last long.Soon,laughter and stories began to

fill the air.They shared tales oftheir favorite games.adventures.and even some embarrassing moments.Emma found
herself laughing harder than she had in weeks.her worries melting away with each passing minute.Time seemed to

slow down,and the bond they formed felt like something special—something that would endure beyond this single
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encounter.As the sun dipped lower in the sky.casting golden light over the parkthey continued to talk,

discovering common _interests and dreams.
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